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to foridelor Notettitrn orul securi\' ofwitness and buelt progran therefor

\!lllrRr..\s it is expedient to proridc lor protcclion of wrtnesses and

dc\i5c robust protection. securif' and bcnefit prograrnme and for rnaners

arcillary thcrelo;

It is hcrcby cnaclcd as follows:-
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l. Short titlq erletrl and commencement.-{1) This Act may be
crlled lh€ Wihess Protection, Security and Benefil Acl, 2017.

(2)
Province.

It extendlr to such areas in the Fedemtion as are not included in any

(3) It shall come into force at once

2. Defiritiotrs,-ln this Act, unless there is anythinS repugnant in the
subject or contexl

(a) "Board" .neans the Witness Protection Advisory Board canstituted
under se(tion 5;

(b) "criminal Foc.€dings" include any criminalrrial or inquiry beforc
a court or tribunal having criminal jurisdiction, an inquest or
inquiry into dcath and a police investigation under the Code of
Criminal Procedure, lE9E (Act V of lt9E) and rny investigation
by any other authority under any law;

(c) "Covemrnent" means the Fedeml Govemment;

(d) "law enfrrcement ageDcy" includes a body or agency responsible
for the enforcement of laws relating to the prev€ntion, deleclion
and invst(igalion ofany oI]cnce.

(e) 'prcscrited" means pr€scribed by rules:

(f) "progranrme" means the wrtness protection programme esLablishcd
under this Acl:

(g) "protect d person" mcans any p€rcon who has been placed under
protecticn for the purposes ofthis Act;

(h) "rclalld person means any member of th€ family or household of
the winress or any other person in a close relationship to, or
association with. such witncss;

(i)

0)

(k)

(l)

"rules r leans the rules made under lhis Acl;

"Sclredule" means the Schedule to this Act;

"scrious offence" nreans an olfence as specified in thc Schedulc;

''unil" means thc witness protection unit csrablished under thrs Act;
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(m) "wihess" means a person who-

(i) has mode a statement or has given or agreed or mEy b€
rcquied !o give evidence in relation lo the commission or
possible commission of a serious ollence;

(ii) because of his or hcr relationship to or €ssociation with a
person. refened lo in suh{lsuse (i). may require protection or
other assistance under this Act; or

(iii) is a pe.son in possession of or \vho is rcquircd to p.ovide any
important informelion, stalemenl or assislance to a public
officer and has a8reed to sharc lhe information with law
enforcement agency erd h&s agrErd to give evidenc€ on
behalfofthe Slate;

(iv) for any othcr reason, may rcquirE protection or other
assislance under this Act

3. Applicrtion of th€ Act .trd oyeFriditrg eltecl-{l) The
provisions oflhis Act shall be applic.ble to the investitadon, inquiry and trial of
s€rious offetrc€s.

(2) In case of any inconsrslency, the provisions of this Act shall have
effect notwithstanding an),thin8 inconsistent therewith cont ined in 6ny
provision ofthe Code of Crirninal Procrdurc, l89E (Act V of I t9t), or in any
p.ovision ofany other law for tre time being in force.

4. Witness Protectior Progrsflme.-{l) As soon as after the
commencement of this Act, the Covernment shall cstablish a Witness Protection
Programme for protection and safely ofa witn€ss or any other related in respect
ofscheduled offences.

(2) The actions in the Programme may include th€ followin&
nam€ly:

(a) making anangem€nts necessary-

(i) to allow the witness to cst blish a new identity;

(ii) lo allow the witncss lo conceal his identity by wearing a
mask, chanSinS his voice, app€aranc€ or any other form of
segegarion during the investigation or trial or examinalion
under th€ law:
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(rii) to a low video conferencing in order to securc lhc protected
persln, providcd that such arrangements are approved by the

con(emed aulhorit) under lhis Acl. or

(iv) to p'otect the witsress otherwise;

r€locatin! the witness;

providing accommodation for the witness;

providing reasonable financial assistance to thc witness, whenever
practicable, for obtaining a me{ns oflivelihood;

(e) providing comp€n$tion to thc legal heirs, ifthe protected peEon is
killed dur to hrs participation in lhe Programme, in cas€ ofdead or
perrnanent in capacity of the protected person during his
protectiorL, providing free education to his dependcnt minors; and

(f) making special arrangemenrs for security ofwitness for reasonable
period of time.

(b)

(c)

(d)

(b)

(c)

(d)

5. Est bltuhment of Witres Proteclior Advisory Board.-{l) The
Govemment shall conititute a Board to be known as the Witness Protection
Advisory Board, which shall consist of-

(a) Secretsry ofthe ndministrative Ministry;
(b) Secretary. Ministry of Law and Jusrice:
(c) Secretary, Ministry of Finance;
(d) Attomey-Gener:LlforPakistan;
(e) Inspecror C,enenrl ofPolic€, lslamabad Capital Territory

(2) The Boald shall advise the tJnit generally on the exercise of ils
powers and performancc of its functions under this Act and shall, in particular
and without prejudice lo the generality ofthe foregoing,-

(a.) advise on the formulation of witness proteclion policies ill
accordan,ie wilh rhe current lar! and intemational bast practices;

oversight rhe administmtion ofthe Unit;

approvc I'udgetary estmat€s ol the Unit;and

exercise such other powers and perform such olher functions as
may be (ionferred by or under lhis Act or assigncd lo i( by the
Govcmnrcnt.
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6. Wilne*s Prot€rtion UDit.-{l) To facilitate atrd implement the
Progmmme there shall be established in the administrative Minisry a Unit lo br
called the Witness Protection Unit.

(2) The Covemment may, by nolification in the official GezEtte-

(a) cstablish a bmnch office ofthe tjnit in aay defined area for the
purposes of&e administration ofthis Acl or

(b) abolish any branch office or incorporate it with any other such
office and may for this purpose male any administralive or other
armngements as d€emed necessary-

7- Functions ofthe UDiL-The functions ofthe Unit shall be to-

(a) establish and mainbin rhe Programme,

(b) delermine the criteria for admission to and removal fiom the
Programme;

(c) determine the type ofprotection measures to be applied;

(d) advise any Govemment deparunenl 6gency, body or any other
person on the adoption of stategies and measures on witness
protection; and

(e) perform such other functions as may be necessary for carrying out
the purpos€s ofthis Act or any other functions a5 may b€ assigned
to it by the Govemmenl.

8 Memorandum ofrgr€em€nt withlhe peEon to be protected.-
Betbre a person is provided protection under rhis Act, he shall fi.sl execute a
memorandum of agreement which shall set forth his responsibilities, including
to-

(a) testiry before and provide intbrmation to all appropriate law
cnforcement officials concenring all appropriare p.oceedings in
connectiotr with or rrising from the activities involved in the
offence charged;

(b) avoid the commission ofthe crime;

(c) take all n€cessary precautions to avoid detection by others of the
fac1s concerning the protection provided to him under this Acl;

(d) conrply with legal obligalions and civiljudgments against him:
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(e) cooperat: wilh .esp€ct to all reasonable requesls of offrc€Is and

employers of the Covcmmcnl who are pmviding protection under
this Act: and

(f) regularll inform the .ppropriate Progmmme official of his cun€nt
activitie! and addrEss

9. Breach of the mcmoratrdum o[ rgraemeDt-Substantial breach
of the memorandum of agre€menl shall be a ground for tle termination of the
protection provided under this Act:

Provided that b€fore terminaling such pmteclion, the Unit shall send
norice ro the person irvolved ofthc lcmrinalion ofthe prctection provided under
this Act, srating thereir the reason for such tcrminalion.

10. Corfdenti.lity of F!.rdir8r,-All trE€€dings involving applicalirr
for admission into the ProgEmme and the action tsken thereon shall be
confidentiel in narur{r. No infomarion or documenls given or submitted in
support thereofshall lle released except upon written order ofthe department or
lhe court of appropriale jurisdiction.

ll- Artrud report -{l ) The Covemment shall prepare an annual
repo( relating to the g€ncral opcrarion, pcrlormance and efTectiveness of the
Programme which shall be laid b€fore the Parliament.

(2) The Witness Proleltion Board or Unil, as the case may be,

wh€never considcrs it nccessary lo do so, present special report to the
Govemment on any r atter r€lating to thc Programme which shall be laid before
the parliament.

12. Rul€s.--The Govcmmcnt may make rules for carrying out the
purposes ofthis Act.

SCHEDULI,

lsecrion 2 (k)l

(OIIetrc$ ir respert ofwhicb r wilness or rehted peNon may be placed
urd€r protection)

). Treasorl

2. Sedition

J. Murder
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4. Rapo

5. Public violence

6 Robbery-

(a) when thcre are aggravating circumstanccs; or

(b) involving lhe laking ofa molor vchicle.

7. Kidnapping

t. Pcrjury

9. Indec€nt assauh on a child under tlre age of sixtecn years,

involving lhe infliction ofgievous bodily harm.

10. Any offence releted to contrabard drugs and drugs tzffcking if-

(a) fie value of the substance and question is more than one
million Rupees; or

(b) the offence was committed by any law enforcement olhcer

II Any offence referred to in tle Anti-Terrorism Acl, 1997 (XXVll of
1991)

12. Any offence relating to-

(a) the dealing in or smu8glinS of ammunition, firearms,
explosives ot armament; or

(b) the posscssion o[ an autornatic or semi-automatic Iirearm,
explosives or armament

13. Any offence relating to exchange conlrol, corruption, extortion,
fraud, forgery, uttering or lhefl.-

(a) involving anmunls ofrnore than five million Rupees; or

(b) involving amounls excceding one million Rupees if it is

alleged thal lhe oflcncc was committed by a person, group of
persons, sy[dicate or any enterpnse acting in the execution or
furlheranc€ ofa common purpose ur conspirac): or
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(c) if t is alleged that the offence was committed by any law
enlbrcement oIficer-

(i) involving amounts exceeding one million Rupces; or

(ii) as a member of a group of persons, s).ndicate or eny
enlerpise acting in lhe execution or fuftherance of a

common PUrPosc or conspiraly,

l4 Any ofi:nce referred to in any law relating to offences ofsabotage
againstlhe State.

l5 Any co'rspiracy, incitcmcnt or attempt to commit any offence
rcferred to in this Schedule

16. Any other offenc€ as may be prescriM

I7. Any other ofrence in respcct ofwhich it is alleged that the offenct
was conrmitted by-

(a) a lerson, group of person, syndicate or any enterprise acting
in the execution or fu(herance of a common purpose or
conspiracy; or

(b) a law enfo.cement officer and in respct of which thc chief
Biness protection olficer is ol the opinion that the safety ol a

wi.ness, $,ho is or ra! bc rcquircd lo givc cvidence or who
hai given evidence in rcspect of such in offencr in any
pr(rceedings or any relar€d person, warranij prot€ction.

JAWAD RAFIQUE MALIK,
Secretdry
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